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Letters to the editor- Contents 
Meatless Cookbook 
Not the Answer 
T h e s t a t e m e n t f r o m t h e M C C 
C o o k b o o k article J anua ry 25 issue; . . . 
" m e a t s such as poultry and fish which 
require less grain in their production than 
does beef ," is definitely in error . I would 
like to point to a few facts not generally 
known to the public. 
T h e simple s tomach animals (mono-
gastr ic) such as; swine, poultry, rats, dogs 
and cats all consume foods that could pro-
vide adequate nourishment to man. These 
an imals must have high quality protein 
that have all the essential amino acids in 
the proper balance. Feeding of any of these 
animals is in direct compet i t ion for food 
for man . O n e way to free a large amount 
of grain for the poor f rom the U S A would 
be to outlaw pets. 
The second g roup of animals known as 
the ruminan t s include; sheep, goats, catt le 
and deer. Because of the rumen of these 
animals they are able to grow and repro-
duce when fed mater ia ls tha t are non-
edible to man . These animals are also able 
to synthesize vi tamins B and K. 
M a n y people believe cattle compete with 
man for protein. It is possible for catt le to 
grow with little or no protein as long 
they have a source of nitrogen for rumen 
bacter ia . This nitrogen is converted in-
dustrially into inorganic chemicals that 
bacter ia can use, e.g., urea. 
It is impor tan t next to realize that 69% 
of the world 's agricul ture land is suited 
only for forage product ion. This forage has 
little value except to be fed to ruminant 
animals to be used for food. The U S A has 
900 million such acres. 
It is true that cattle are inefficient 
converters of grain to beef. Remember 
that the steers you see on TV in large 
feedlots are there for only 120 days or a 
very small part of their lives. The first part 
of their lives or 800 pounds is spent with 
their mothers living on their mothers ' milk 
or on some other roughage diet. In our 
system today approximately 3 pounds of 
grain is required for 1 pound of beef. As 
economics dictate this can be greatly im-
proved. Most of the hamburger beef has 
practically no grain in it. 
Michigan Sta te University researchers 
are on the way to perfecting a method of 
producing beef entirely on forage with no 
less in taste. Kentucky has material in 
print for their area where fa rmers can 
produce a beef with only 12 bushels of 
grain. As farmers harvest grain, experts 
show that as much as 50% of the nutrition 
is left in the field as waste. This waste can 
only be utilized by the rumen. Kansas 
S ta te University is having good success in 
the production of beef from this waste. 
Nebraska research is treating material 
such as com cobs and wheat straw with 
sodium hydroxide and feeding this to catt le 
with good gains. 
Jus t last week I heard a Kentucky 
specialist discuss use of this waste ma-
terial and remarked that we have just 
"scratched the sur face" in the amount of 
beef that can be produced in the U S A . It is 
easy to conclude that any large effort to 
put down the use of the ruminant animal 
would cause a drast ic reduction in the 
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world food supply. 
From the Editor 
I have followed with interest the letters which have come 
in response to M C C ' s food for hunger emphasis. I have 
been impressed with the rational approach and Christian 
spirit of the letters. It is through such dialogue that a 
balance is reached which becomes the basis for an effec-
tive Christian response to the threat of famine. 
The story of evangelist Benjamin of the Indian church is 
one which I hope is not lost for our people. The story 
method is a powerful teaching tool. It is important for us 
who are westerners to be aware of the power of the Gospel 
in any and all cultures. In this issue's lead article former 
missionary Harvey Sider gives us just enough of Ben-
jamin ' s conversion to want more. By this short account he 
illustrates the power of Christ to dispel fear and give hope. 
Let this message of hope be the Easter word to an age that 
is frightened, cynical and in despair. Neither sin nor death 
nor man has the final word. It is the word of grace and 
eternal life. 
The article on singlehood is long overdue in the pages of 
the V I S I T O R . Our family oriented culture extends to our 
congregational life. In addition, our biblical interpreta-
tion places a high value on family and marriage. We are 
quite prepared to have singles active in the church's pro-
gram — teaching Sunday school classes and serving as 
missionaries. How do we make these same people feel wel-
come in the full life of the church and are we prepared to 
see singleness as a viable option among life's alternatives? 
Jared Hoover 
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Editorial 
The Capstone of Faith 
I t IS both interesting and profitable to read the early 
Christian sermons recorded in the book of Acts. Interest-
ing because they reflect what the apostles and early church 
leaders considered to be the core of the gospel. Profitable 
since we could do worse than to test our own witness and 
understanding by the content of these sermons. 
I am reminded of this as we approach Holy Week, for 
these events were central to the apostolic witness. Especial-
ly was this true of the resurrection. Read these sermons 
and you will find that the resurrection was the capstone of 
the message and the ultimate evidence of Christ 's claim. 
Of course there was more content to the sermons than 
the fact of the resurrection. For the predominately Jewish 
audiences the apostles recounted the story of God's deal-
ings, culminating in Jesus of Nazareth. To the Gentile 
audience, as in Athens, the point of beginning was different 
but the conclusion was the same. By the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, God confirmed the claim of Jesus and that 
He is Lord of all, voiding the claims of men and their gods. 
For the apostles the resurrection was the supreme 
evidence of the validity of Christ 's claim. It gave meaning 
to His death. It was God 's Yes to Christ and His No to all 
that is contrary to Christ and opposed to His teachings and 
values. It was with this truth which the apostles con-
fronted their hearers and to which they asked for a 
response. 
The witness to Him, of which Jesus spoke in the first 
chapter of Acts, was being fulfilled in this emphasis upon 
the resurrection. These apostles had seen the risen Christ. 
He was the living and ascended Lord. Former things no 
longer added up. It was a new day. 
This is the base of the Christian witness today — this 
historical resurrection. The foundation of the Christian 
faith is neither creed, nor code, nor experience. It is 
history. It is this historical witness which became apostolic 
preaching. Certainly it had theological meaning. Cer-
tainly it would revolutionize behavior. Surely the truth and 
the reality expressed in the gift of the Spirit would be a 
profound experience. But the message is rooted and 
grounded in history — the capstone of which was the 
resurrection. 
The response of the resurrection was to be repentance. 
Repentance in the context of the apostolic message had a 
deeper meaning than does the current, common under-
standing of this biblical term. For these early Christians it 
referred to their attitude towards Christ. They had called 
for His crucifixion. Now, in light of the resurrection, they 
were called upon to repent of their rejection and admit that 
He was Lord and Christ and to identify with his few 
despised followers in baptism. 
Too often repentance is seen as turning from practices 
and habits which are contrary to biblical standard. Well 
we might! But New Testament repentance focuses on our 
attitude toward Christ and His claims upon us. When we 
u n d e r s t a n d p r imi t i ve r e p e n t a n c e we see it m o r e 
revolutionary than reformative. It strikes at the very heart 
of our attitude towards Christ and His will for our lives. 
When I seek to escape the claims of Christ I am con-
fronted with the resurrection. When I am tempted to see 
the Christian faith as code and creed I am again con-
fronted with the resurrection. When the world is too much 
with me and the power of evil and the reality of death cast 
their pall over my spirit and hope grows dim I am again 
confronted with the resurrection. 
Without the resurrection, the teachings and life and 
death of Christ do not make sense; because of the resur-
rection nothing else does. 
Z 
Mennonite Disaster Service 
W E R E C O G N I Z E the 25th anniversary of Mennonite 
Disaster Service with our back page display and an article 
on page six. This seems appropriate because of this sig-
nificant milestone and the singular ministry of this organ-
ization. We join in congratulating those who have made 
Mennonite Disaster Service synonymous with love for 
neighbor in the minds of many peoples. 
Two years ago I had the opportunity to attend the 
annual meeting. I was impressed with three character-
istics of M D S ' s ministry. 
It is a "grass roots" ministry. The organization is 
simple. The life of the group is in the local areas and con-
gregations. It is also "grass roots" in the sense that it pro-
vides opportunity for a ministry by a sizable number of 
persons whose gifts might not be used in the more tradi-
tional ministries of the church. 
I was also impressed with the combination of service and 
evangelism. Mennonite Disaster Service does not spend 
much time discussing the theology of service and evan-
gelism. They go because of neea. They witness in word 
because their witness in deed prompts questions and offers 
opportunity. The testimonies at their meetings relate more 
to people than to houses. Their reporting sessions take on 
the character of a "testimony service." 
I was impressed with the broad spectrum of denomi-
national involvement. M D S has the widest Mennonite par-
ticipation of any cooperative endeavor. In the face of 
catastrophe and urgent need it seems that we can lay aside 
our difference and work at a common task. (If my house is 
on fire I do not check a man 's creed when he seeks to put 
out the fire or rescue my child.) 
I know that this illustration is too simplistic. But I 
wonder what the cooperation which is evident in M D S 
would say to our relationships in the broader Christian 
ministries. Are our reasons for lack of cooperation valid or 
is our sense of disaster and human need lacking? 
In the world in which we live the need for M D S ' s min-
istry will increase. The organiza t ional s t ruc ture is 
minimal. A desire to be involved is the clue to becoming a 
part of this ministry. I believe that every Brethren in Christ 
congregation could and should be identified with Men-
nonite Disaster Service. 7 
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"Peace be unto you" (John 20:19) 
The Gospel of Mope 
Harvey Sider 
D I D IT ever occur to you that for 
three-quarters of the world there is no 
such word as "hope" or where there is, 
it is meaningless. For hundreds of 
millions of Muslims and Buddhists 
and Hindus, the word " fea r" and 
" f a t e " have b e c o m e every day 
vocabulary. Even for many Christians 
the word "hope" has no real meaning. 
Somewhere around the turn of the 
century, in a small, unknown village in 
the remote jungle areas of North 
India, an animist was born into this 
world. This lad grew to be a rather 
outstanding personality, so that by the 
time he had reached 16 years of age, 
he was recognized as the leader of his 
village, where he was the spiritual 
"guru ." He was thus respected by all, 
and the more so because of the way 
Satan was able to use him. 
One day a missionary came into the 
village. In no time a crowd gathered 
around the missionary as he told them 
of the hope available in Christ. After 
the crowd had scattered the mis-
sionary, who had singled out Benjamin 
as the local leader, engaged him in 
conversat ion. Before leaving the 
village, the missionary gave to the 
young man a New Testament and 
said, "Read this, and you will find 
peace. But if you fail to follow the 
words of this book, trouble will be 
with you all your life." The missionary 
left, never to return to that village. 
Several years elapsed, Benjamin 
was married. In due course of time a 
child was born to this couple. But it 
soon fell sick. To ward off the evil 
spirits and to try to revive the ailing 
child, Benjamin tried all the powers of 
witchcraft he knew. He called in other 
great with doctors, but nothing helped 
and soon the child died. Two other 
children of his died. A tremendous 
fear of death gripped Benjamin and he 
found himself without hope. 
Upon the birth of the fourth child, 
Benjamin decided to do all in his 
This is an abridgement of a sermon preached in the Grantham Church. Rev. Harvey Sider with his wife and family were missionaries to India, ministering in Northeast India. He is now serving as pastor of the Stayner congregation. 
power to assure that this one would 
live; but it too fell sick. In spite of the 
proper blood sacrifices — goats, 
chickens with their feathers pointing 
forward rather than backward in the 
normal fashion, and the incantations 
of powerful witch doctors, this fourth 
child died on a Thursday morning. 
Benjamin was crushed as well as great-
ly terrified. For he, the witch doctor, 
was powerless in the face of death. 
Then he remembered that down the 
road was a little Christian church, and 
he determined that on Sunday he 
would go there, recalling that Chris-
tians seemed to have a sense of peace 
and hope he did not possess. He hoped 
to find what his heart cried out for. 
While the service was in progress, 
he crept into the back of the church 
and sat on the floor behind everyone. 
The people, however, were afraid, 
saying, "Our witch doctor has come to 
spy on us." After the service was dis-
missed, the rest of his people would 
not talk with him for fear, but the 
pastor of the church engaged him in 
conversation. At that, Benjamin broke 
down and wept, pouring out his story 
of fear and hopelessness. 
The pastor then said to him, "I f you 
will learn to serve the living God as 
you have served Satan, you can find 
peace." In spite of much opposition, 
Benjamin finally found the Lord, and 
when he did, such a sense of peace and 
hope filled him, that from that time he 
was not able to keep this to himself. 
When he was cutting rice with his 
sickle, he talked to his fellow rice 
cutters about the hope that Christ 
gives. At night around the campfire, 
he talked about the great peace he now 
had through the blood of Christ, a ful-
filment that was not possible through 
the old sacrifices. And from the time 
that I went to India, 12 years ago, 
until the present day, Benjamin 
spreads this message on the trains, on 
foot down the hot, dusty roads, as he 
eats his rice and curry in homes. In 
fact wherever he goes the message of 
hope shines out. He has hope, because 
of the peace of God. 
In John 20:19-21 the same message 
of hope was given to the disciples and 
in turn to us and we hold in our hands 
this same message for the world. 
That message not only met the need 
of the disciples but it meets the needs 
of all men. Christ offered to these men 
peace of conscience now available 
through his death. These men were 
sinners, for they had forsaken and 
actually denied their Lord; but now 
that Jesus had died, peace of con-
science was theirs through his death. 
Secondly, Christ offered to these 
disciples peace of mind through His 
resurrection. Not only was there the 
sin of denying their Lord, they had 
also doubted. When Jesus appeared 
and showed that He was alive indeed, 
then peace of mind and new hope 
came to live in these men. 
It is the message of hope, a release 
from bondage — that bondage of 
fears, supersti t ion, the uncertain 
future, the afterlife — that has won 
many of our tribals to the Lord. This 
miracle of freedom from the crippling 
bondage of fear and a transformation 
of life and hope is recurring over and 
over again, often in the face of severe 
persecution. 
A c c o r d i n g to t he H i n d u s t a n 
YEARBOOK, between 1962-1972, 
the Christian population in Purnea 
District where the Brethren in Christ 
are working had an increase of 896%. 
How can we account for such fan-
tastic growth? One of the obvious rea-
sons is that we have the message of 
H O P E that dispels fear and fatalism. 
As I have discussed with many Chris-
tians in India, I have found that it was 
the message of hope, even more than 
the need to repent of sin (for in India 
sin consciousness is almost nil) that 
has caused scores to come to Jesus 
Christ. 
As Christians we hold in our pos-
session the answer to the fears and 
bondage of many people, some of 
whom are right at our doorstep. Some 
of these are at the far corners of the 
world. What are we doing to share this 
hope and peace available to all men 
through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ? 
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CONVERSION 
Crisis or Progression? 
Edward Gilmore 
I BELIEVE that it is accurate to say that the founding 
fathers of the Brethren in Christ Church regarded "an 
experience of conversion" as the very essence of being a 
Christian. This is understandable when we remember that 
our denomination originated out of the revivalistic in-
fluence of the 18th century, as it affected Lancaster 
County, Pa. Revival meetings became the pattern for 
church extension and as means for personal conversions 
and church membership. These services called for crisis 
conversions on the part of the repentant sinners. This same 
emphasis is reflected in our present Membership Cove-
nant. Article XLVII of our Bylaws states, "I witness to a 
personal experience of God's saving grace in my heart ." 
Article VI of the Doctrinal section states: "Justification 
implies a spiritual birth and a new life." Article VII 
"Sanctif ication" states: "This experience for believers is 
obtained instantaneously and subsequent to the new 
birth." 
Late in the 19th century the Brethren in Christ Church 
came under the influence of the Wesleyan Holiness em-
phasis, which as I see it, gave special credence to the crisis 
experience of conversion, as well as the subsequent experi-
ence of sanctification. 
Within the past generation the element of a crisis con-
version has become less distinct. We do not reject the pos-
sibility of an instantaneous new birth of becoming a new 
creature in Christ Jesus (II Cor. 5:17), but we are being 
pressured with the idea that under proper nurture and in-
struction, our children could become a Christian without a 
crisis experience, or a knowledgeable personal encounter 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A few years ago when the writer was a student at Hamil-
ton Teacher's College, the Episcopal minister who taught 
Religious Education said, that he had experienced a "crisis 
conversion." But he contined to say that his wife was a 
Christian from birth, because her parents were Christians, 
so that she did not need a "crisis conversion." 
Similarly, the wife of an Episcopal minister in Pennsyl-
vania said that the difference between her church and 
churches like the Brethren in Christ is this: " W e keep our 
children in the church until they want to get out, but you 
keep your children out, until they want to get in." 
This rather witty paraphrase, "But you keep your chil-
dren out" — is taking its toll upon those who have a tradi-
tional belief in a "crisis conversion." 
What then is the answer to the question regarding the 
salvation of our children? I believe that very early in years 
a normal child can experience a genuine "crisis con-
version." The change will not be as outstanding as with 
one who has led a sinful life. 
For our children, who have not yet reached the age for 
them of a mental awareness of sin, I believe that the 
redemptive work of Christ provides potential salvation. 
This age of personal accountability for sin does not depend 
This paper was presented at a meeting of the pastors of the Canadian conference. The writer has had a long ministry as a pastor and churchman. He is presently interim-pastor of the Bertie congregation. 
upon chronological age, but upon mental maturity, and 
instruction in spiritual things. 
To me, this answer is more biblical than the approach 
which involves Infant Baptism and Catechism. Without 
some type of a crisis conversion we can become mere in-
tellectual disciples of Jesus Christ. Rationalization can 
easily become a substitute for the New Birth. 
Now what does the New Testament say about conver-
sion? Acts 9:2 which describes the conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus states: "And suddenly there shined round about 
him a light from heaven." In Acts 8:37 Philip said to the 
Ethiopian, "If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest." Again in Luke 23:43 Jesus said to the repentant 
thief, "Today thou shalt be with me in paradise." Biblical 
terms such as: born again, converted, a new creature, 
forgiven, and saved describe the experience. The growth 
factor in conversion follows the crisis experience. 
In closing, let me point out some dangers in the current 
trend away from a crisis conversion. John Zercher in a 
paper presented at the denomination's "Study Conference 
on Christian Experience," states: "However, it does seem 
apparent that there are dangers in the current pattern that 
need to be faced, and a clear understanding of Christian 
experience must be had, if we are not to have within one 
generation a membership made up of men and women who 
never made a personal and mature decision to be a dis-
ciple of Christ ." 
Dr. Paul Rees writes: " W e have too many credential 
and institutional believers today. We need more ex-
periental or crisis believers." 
Again quoting from John Zercher: "Our current change 
is more than merely a change in methods. A basic change 
in our concept of Christian experience is taking place. 
With the decline in protracted meetings and an increased 
emphasis upon teaching and nurture, we find an ac-
companying de-emphasis upon emotional, crisis conver-
sion." 
The fact that so many professed Christians did not 
experience a "Crisis Conversion" and as a result are in-
definite about when they became a child of God, compels 
me to feel that the Christian church of this generation is 
slowly settling for a so-called conversion that is intel-
lectual and in many instances very permissive in nature. 
We are inclined to say that if a person adheres to a good 
moral code, and if they become very active in certain areas 
of church life, then it is as assumed fact that somewhere 
along the line they unconsciously changed from a sinner to 
a born again Christian. 
We should clearly remember, however, that our 
Wesleyan emphasis on conversion is an experience of the 
heart which enables a man to wholly love God. In closing 
let me quote from Wilbur Nelson: "We do not grow into 
salvation. But we do grow in grace and the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ ." 
In changing our methods of evangelism, let us be very 
careful that we do not weaken our traditional emphasis 
upon biblical conversion. 
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MDS Looks at the 
First Twenty-five Years 
Lois Barrett Janzen 
M E N N O N I T E Disaster Service, 
North America's most grass roots 
inter-Mennonite organization, took a 
look February 8, 9, in Hesston, Kan-
sas, at its last twenty-five years and 
said, " I t is good." But it also was open 
to self-criticism about its increasing 
organizational sophistication and its 
exclusion of women, youth, and 
minorities from leadership roles. 
More than 500 people from across 
the United States and Canada at-
tended the report ing sessions at 
Hesston, where the first "Mennonite 
Service Organization" was organized 
at a Sunday school picnic in 1950. 
And more than 1,000 came to the 
F r i d a y evening b a n q u e t to hea r 
speaker Peter Dyck of Akron, Penn-
sylvania, who was part of the first 
inter-Mennonite disaster effort in the 
early fifties, and to hear reminiscences 
of four men who were active in the 
central Kansas disaster committee in 
its beginnings. 
F r iday ' s sessions were an out-
pouring of reports and testimonies, 
but even the reports sounded like testi-
monies. 
Reports included not only houses 
cleaned after floods or rebuilt after 
t o r n a d o e s or used c lo th ing dis-
tributed, but disaster victims listened 
to or witnessed to. 
Many of the people who presented 
reports kept raising the issue of min-
istry to the whole person. It wasn't 
enough to witness by one's actions; the 
verbal witness was needed, too. 
" H e l p i n g people should not be 
limited to physical disaster. There are 
souls that need to be saved," said 
Wilbur Hearst. 
The writer, associate editor of The Mennonite, 
covered this meeting for the editors of MDS 
members' publications. 
There was also indication that M D S 
is expanding its service in other ways. 
In various provinces and states, MDS 
is working not only in traditional dis-
asters but in building wheelchair 
ramps, supervising Neighborhood 
Youth Corps workers, inner city 
housing rehabilitation, and helping in 
M C C relief sales. 
Harder for some M D S to deal with 
is the increasing recognition from 
other church groups and govern-
ments. Some MDS workers have 
become honorary lieutenant colonels 
in the militia of Alabama. At the 
Hesston meeting M D S staff person C. 
Nelson Hostetter was presented a 
certificate in which the governor of 
Kentucky named him a "Kentucky 
colonel." 
In Kentucky, where M D S is con-
tinuing rebuilding after last April's 
tornadoes, the Kentucky Council of 
Churches, representing thirteen de-
nominations in the state and with 
Catholic cooperation, has organized 
its own Interchurch Recovery Pro-
gram, which would act parallel with 
MDS. 
Roger Newell, director of the 
program and former Methodist min-
ister in an area hit by tornadoes, told 
the M D S annual meeting of the 
changes in his life since his experience 
with MDS. "The reason God has 
honored you is because you live your 
faith, not talk it," he said. 
M D S is also working more closely 
with the Church of the Brethren dis-
aster service, which has organized on a 
large scale within the last year and a 
half. 
After a day of rejoicing, the annual 
meeting turned Saturday morning to 
critical reflection through a panel of 
Paul Haar, William Keeney, Paul 
Longac re , and R o b e r t Kre ide r , 
moderated by Norman Shenk. 
How long does M D S continue in 
any disaster project? Is there any merit 
in local people doing it, or do M D S 
workers show how efficiently they can 
do it? 
Should M D S continue when people 
are asking them to transplant rose 
bushes or when spring planting time 
comes? 
As M D S becomes more sophisti-
cated and professionalized, will it 
eliminate the volunteer who comes 
with only a compassionate heart? Can 
it keep the spontaneous witness to 
Christ? 
Do Mennonites only work for peace 
when they refuse to go to war, or when 
they work to eliminate an unpeaceful 
situation discovered through disaster? 
" W e may do more harm than good 
by simply helping in an immediate 
disaster without recognizing the prin-
cipalities and powers ," said Mr . 
Keeney. 
Mr . Kreider likened the M D S 
meeting to a Wesleyan camp meeting 
and noted the joy of reporting and 
meeting old friends. 
"Among our people, this is the most 
significant grass roots movement we 
have," he said. " I t is a lay evangelism 
movement." 
B u t he a l s o n o t e d t h e i n -
stitutionalization of MDS, the ways in 
which testimonies have become more 
similar in the last few years. 
Mr. Kreider also suggested that 
M D S might be a model for other 
regional i n t e r - M e n n o n i t e o rgan-
izations. "We need to develop some-
thing parallel to M D S in a region 
which would recognize people with 
different gifts — a longer-range volun-
tary service a rm," he said. "Some of 
us could still be ready for spontaneous 
response to emergencies." 
When personal followup is needed 
in a disaster situation, it should be 
done by the M D S workers first in-
volved, the committee said. 
The committee also called for more 
involvement of women in the annual 
meeting, especially in the testimonial 
period. 
The only two women speaking 
before the meeting were Rosemary 
Paris, a disaster victim from Xenia, 
Ohio, and a young woman introduced 
only as "LaVina" who had had a con-
version experience while working on 
an M D S project. 
The M D S Section of Mennonite 
Central Committee voted two days 
earlier to add members-at-large to the 
section, allowing for representation 
from women, youth, and minorities — 
groups which are participating in 
M D S work in increasing numbers. 





Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga, Secretary 
of the General Conference, will be the 
guest speaker at the 1975 Convention of 
the Canadian Holiness Federation. 
The convention meets April 15-16 at the 
Emmanuel Church of the Nazarene, 1875 
Sheppard Avenue E., Downsview, Ontario 
(Northwest Toronto). 
Rev. Roy V. Sider, Bishop of the Cana-
dian Conference, is the president of the 
Federation. 
Dr. Climenhaga speaks at both evening 
rallies as well as at the 9:30 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m. sessions on April 16. 
Programs and registration forms can be 
obtained by writing to Bishop Roy V. 
Sider, Box 65, Sherkston, Ontario LOS 
1R0. 
Marriage Seen As Popular Again 
The tradition of marriage is " i n " again 
with young people of America, according 
to Redbook Magazine. 
"Af te r a decade of decline, attributed to 
growing feminism and increased sexual 
freedom . . . marriage is enjoying renewed 
popularity," the magazine noted. 
Living together without wedding vows, 
increasingly common in our society, is 
definitely out, declares the popular journal. 
"Thousands of couples . . . of all ages, 
races, religion and social and economic 
strata . . . who a few years ago scorned the 
Church News 
T h e a b o v e p i c t u r e w a s t a k e n at t he 
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t S c a t t e r e d A b r o a d in 
F l o r i d a D i n n e r held a t the S w e d e n H o u s e 
in T a m p a , J a n u a r y 18. S i x t y p e r s o n s we re 
p r e s e n t . 
It w a s a g r e a t t i m e of d i s cove r ing each 
o t h e r in t h e big s t a t e of F l o r i d a . B i s h o p 
idea of marriage are marrying today legal-
ly and with ritual," Redbook stated in its 
February issue. "Even experienced mar-
riage counselors are amazed to discover 
the renewed impulse to marry because they 
had expected the living-together trend of 
the past years (from 1960 to 1970) to 
continue. 
Sept. '75 End-of-World Date 
Modified by Jehovah's Witnesses 
September of this year was the date set 
for Armageddon, according to certain 
zealots within the Jehovah's Witnesses 
cult. But word from headquarters has 
modified the prediction. 
F. W. Franz, the group's 81-year-old 
chief "theologian," has put the damper on 
specific references to the war to end all 
wars, according to John Dart of the Los 
Angeles Times. 
The new date for Armageddon will 
depend, it seems, on how long it took 
Adam to name the animals and for God to 
create Eve. Autumn of 1975 marked the 
point 6000 years from the creation of 
Adam in 4026 B.C. — a date derived by 
the Witnesses by their own biblical 
chronology. 
Supreme Court May Alter Stand On Aid To Church Schools 
In a surprise move, after knocking down 
every form of public aid to parochial 
schools set up by state legislatures, the 
high court of the land shows signs of 
changing its position on the subject. 
Oral arguments in late February on the 
constitutionality of two Pennsylvania aid 
programs indicated that a new majority 
may be forming to uphold state-financed 
textbook loans to church schools, as well 
as providing special teachers, instruc-
t ional equ ipmen t and gu idance and 
counseling services. 
Byers cha l l enged the g r o u p to s t a r t a Bible 
c lass in the i r c o m m u n i t y , wi th a view 
t o w a r d e s t ab l i sh ing a c o n g r e g a t i o n s o m e -
t i m e in the fu tu re . 
T h e next d i n n e r will be held at the 
S w e d e n H o u s e in T a m p a , J a n u a r y 17, 
1976, if t he L o r d t a r r i e s . 
Retreat 60+ 
Y o u m u s t be th ree s c o r e a n d m o r e 
(if m a r r i e d , at least o n e s p o u s e m u s t 
be sixty or o lde r ) in o r d e r to p a r -
t i c ipa te in R e t r e a t 6 0 + . 
T h i s r e t r e a t — r e a l l y t h e r e a r e t w o 
r e t r e a t s , S e p t e m b e r 8 - 1 2 a n d O c -
t o b e r 6 -10—wi l l be held at C a m p 
H e b r o n , H a l i f a x , P a . , n e a r H a r r i s -
b u r g . 
T h e r e t r e a t c e n t e r o f C a m p 
H e b r o n o i l e r s c o n v e n i e n t , m o d e r n , 
o n e - l e v e l a c c o m m o d a t i o n s . T h e 
p r o g r a m , a c c o m m o d a t i o n s , a n d 
m e n u is g e a r e d lo t h o s e 60 a n d ove r . 
T h i s r e t rea t is p l a n n e d j o in t l y by 
t he A l l e g h e n y a n d A t l a n t i c c o n -
fe rences . T h o s e in t e re s t ed , hut w h o 
live in o t h e r r eg iona l c o n f e r e n c e s , 
m a y a t t e n d if a c c o m m o d a t i o n s a r e 
ava i l ab l e . 
I n t e r e s t ed ind iv idua l s ( A t l a n t i c . 
Al legheny c o n f e r e n c e re s iden t s , a n d 
o t h e r s ) shou ld wr i te for f u r t h e r in-
f o r m a t i o n lo: 
E m e r s o n Eesher 
M e s s i a h H o m e 
2001 P a x l o n S t . 
H a r r i s h u r g . P a . 171 1 I 
P h o n e : (717) 232-7X30 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Oratorio Society I I I Present Israel in ligypl 
T h e G r a n t h a m O r a t o r i o Socie ty has 
been r e h e a r s i n g fa i thfu l ly each M o n d a y 
night for the i r p r o g r a m on A p r i l 13 at 3 
p . m . T h e conce r t will be in the M e s s i a h 
C o l l e g e C e n t e r . 
D i r ec t ed by Dr. R o n a l d R . S i d e r . the 
O r a t o r i o Socie ty will be s inging H a n d e l ' s Israel in h'gvpi. VJost ol the s t i r r ing m u s i c 
is sung by two c h o r u s e s w h o tell the 
d r a m a t i c s tory of M o s e s l e a d i n g his 
f o l l o w e r s o u t of E g y p t a n d i n t o t he 
p r o m i s e d land . 
Students He lp in 
"Beyond B o o k s " ( ampaign 
M e s s i a h C o l l e g e s t u d e n t s g a v e 
e n t h u s i a s t i c help in the so l i c i t a t ion of 
f u n d s fo r the " B e y o n d B o o k s " c a m p a i g n 
recently by way ol a t e l e thon . S t a r t i n g at 8 
p . m . . ca l ls were m a d e unti l m i d n i g h t on 
eight dil l 'erent even ings . A s the even ing 
p r o g r e s s e d , cal ls we re m a d e to peop le even 
f a r t h e r west because ol t he t i m e d i l l e r ence . 
T h e c a m p a i g n , which is fo r the bu i ld ing 
of an ex tens ive a d d i t i o n to t he p resen t 
col lege l ib ra ry is now pas t the 2.3 mi l l ion 
m a r k . T h e goal is $3 mi l l ion . 
Wi th ten p h o n e s all in o n e r o o m , t he 
buzz of the p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n s w a s punc -
t u a t e d f r o m t i m e t o l i m e w i t h e x -
c l a m a t i o n s ol success . T o t a l s we re kep t on 
a b l a c k b o a r d . 
to page fourteen 
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£ . / Above the Fifty-fourth Parallel 
Montreal Lake Children's Home 
cares for Cree, Chipyewan and Metis 
Indian children who attend a govern-
ment school at Timber Bay, in 
northern Saskatchewan. Ron Bow-
man is superintendent of the Home. 
Howard Kens berry is circuit pastor of 
the Timber Bay and Paddockwood 
(North Star Mission) congregations. 
Timber Bay is a very small com-
munity of about 165 Indian people. 
Located in the bush far north, the Ca-
nadian winters are known to be very 
cold and brisk. There are two general 
stores in the area, one 12 miles away 
and the other 22 miles away, where 
food, gas, and some clothing can be 
purchased. The rest of our needs, such 
as medical and dental care, can be 
found in Prince Albert, some 75 miles 
south. We do have a community post 
office, where we receive mail five days 
a week. 
Most of the Indian homes in the 
a r ea are very s m a l l — o f t e n one 
room—with as many as six or more 
children at home. There is no running 
water or plumbing of any kind. Water 
comes from three community wells 
and the nearby Montreal Lake. We 
are all looking forward to this fall, 
when everyone will have power as the 
result of a new power line being 
pushed through our area. 
Both the church and the Home, as 
parts of the community, play an im-
portant role in meeting the physical 
and spiritual needs of the families and 
individuals in the Timber Bay area. 
Drinking is one problem frequently 
encountered. Home life and discipline 
is o f ten very poor . The church 
provides the opportunity for worship, 
for learning God's Word, and for dis-
covering God's love. We are very 
thankful for those who have made a 
commitment to God. Our prayer is 
that they may stand strong, showing 
others of the great love Christ has for 
each of us. 
As a community we work together, 
striving to make the most out of life 
for ourselves as well as others with 
what God has so freely given to each 
of us. We pray that He will continue to 
move in the hearts and lives of each 
member of the Timber Bay commun-
ity. 
—Ron Bowman 
Working Within the System 
A N E W position for a volunteer as a 
city councilman's assistant in Atlanta, 
Ga. , is an exploratory step toward 
Mennonite Central Committee in-
volvement in community develop-
ment as it relates to local politics. 
Dan Ebersole, a member of the 
Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church, 
began a two-year term this past sum-
mer as assistant to Charles Helms, 
member of the Atlanta City Council 
representing district two, the core 
inner city area surrounding the central 
business district. 
" T h e housing structures are the 
oldest and least kept up in the city. 
The housing pattern is segregated and 
I detect these distinct groups: elderly, 
poor white and black families. The 
white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant, two-
children family is nonexistent," Eber-
sole reports. 
M C C ' s Atlanta unit has been active 
in Helms' district for quite some time, 
having established a moving company 
and helping the community with a 
credit union, a day care center, a drug 
addiction center and various other 
social service agencies. 
Helms, a Presbyterian minister in 
the community, has long been in-
volved in helping M C C programs. 
Providing an assistant for Helms is 
another way in which MCC can reach 
out to help meet the needs of people in 
inner city Atlanta. 
Ebersole sees his job as helping 
provide the necessary services for peo-
ple who live in this community. Helms 
has a responsibility to act promptly 
and decisively to provide services for 
the community, but if he spent all his 
time doing that he would have no time 
for important policy decisions and new 
proposals, according to Ebersole. 
Ebersole becomes his facilitator, help-
ing to get a trash pile removed, the 
weeds in a vacant lot cut or a stolen 
bus stop sign replaced. 
People perk up their ears when 
Ebersole says he's calling for Council-
man Charles Helms. "Many residents 
are so used to being ignored by both 
the bureaucracy and their elected 
representatives that when they do find 
someone who will listen, they give a 
backlog of 10 years of projects and 
complaints," Ebersole says. 
Changing the bus route to pass a 
high-rise f~r elderly people, pushing to 
get a crossing guard for the local 
middle school and having to settle for 
a stop sign and crosswalk, organizing 
meetings between local citizens and 
police officers and touring a public 
housing project with residents and 
Atlanta Housing Authority people in 
an effort to get interior lighting are all 
in a day's work for Ebersole. 
But his job doesn't stop there. In 
order to learn the ropes of city politics, 
Ebersole attends most city council and 
committee sessions as well as other 
meetings of interest. He also does 
research on various issues comple-
menting those which Helms has time 
to research so that one or the other of 
them will be up-to-date on issues of 
importance. 
Ebersole is also becoming initiated 
to the ins and outs of policy-making. 
He has drawn up two policy pro-
posals so far, one to encourage car-
pooling in the city and the other to for-
bid the installation of sewer grates 
whose bars run parallel to the length 
of the sidewalk or street, resulting in 
accidents when the wheels of bicycles 
slide down between the bars. 
to page thirteen 
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In Japan, 1975 is the Year of the Rabbit. Along 
with this card (above) Marlin sent out a small 
calendar with a Christian message to all of his 100 
English students. This is one way of "sowing the 
seed." The verse at the bottom of the card is "Walking 
and leaping and praising God . " 
We received a New Year's card from Mr. Oura 
(below). His English is not so good yet, but I 'm sure 
you get his meaning. We are thankful for his maturing 
and pray that he will soon be ready for baptism. Shi-
monoseki wants to have a baptism around Easter and 
there may also be one or two from Nagato. Please 
pray for this, as it is a big step for the Japanese. 
— R u t h Z o o k 
Nishiichi, Japan 
i I ' 
Dear Aunt Mary, 
Your Valentine letters came through 
in good time and the children were 
happy for the contents. Living in India 
helps us all to be thankful for small 
things. It is good that little things can 
bring pleasure to our youngsters. We 
are always glad for your thoughtful 
news clippings, too. They do help us 
keep in touch . . . 
Am enclosing a photo of our two, 
with their friends. 
—Edna Kreider 






I am sending you a picture of Miguel 
Vallecillo and his parents taken on the 
day of his g r a d u a t i o n f r o m the 
Nazarene Bible Institute in Nicaragua. 
He was on the honor roll for the last 
four of his five yea rs t h e r e and 
graduated at the head of his class. He 
was president of the student council 
even though he was the only non-
Nazarene student. At present he is 
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F O R T H R E E y e a r s a s tuden t here at 
M a t o p o S e c o n d a r y S c h o o l , 1 have 
never expe r i enced J e s u s ' power like 1 
d id the w e e k e n d of 17th to 20th 
N o v e m b e r , 1974. T h e ma in speake r 
w a s Rev. N . M k a n d l a , who is a coor -
d i n a t o r of N e w L i f e f o r Al l in 
M a t a b e l e l a n d . 
In the first service we were told tha t 
a g r o u p of you th were c o m i n g f r o m 
B u l a w a y o to he lp with the revival. 
M o s t of the s t u d e n t s a s s u m e d tha t 
these y o u n g peop le f r o m town were 
p o m p o u s and had only c o m e to show 
oil" thei r skil ls in s inging and witness-
ing for Chr i s t . S o m e c a m e on F r iday 
evening and by S a t u r d a y evening they 
were all p re sen t . 
D u r i n g the first t w o even ings of 
revival , m a n y s t u d e n t s did not show 
m u c h in teres t in the services. But by 
S a t u r d a y night the insp i ra t ion of the 
B u l a w a y o you th was t r a n s m i t t e d with 
The writer is a Form 3 student, Matopo Secon-
dary School. 
t h e i r t e s t i m o n i e s a n d i n s p i r i n g 
c h o r u s e s a c c o m p a n i e d by musica l in-
s t r u m e n t s . W e real ized tha t they were 
tell ing us a b o u t s o m e t h i n g they had 
which we w a n t e d . J e s u s k n o c k e d at the 
d o o r s of ou r hea r t s , c l a iming his r ight-
ful place. W h e n Rev. M n k a n d l a gave 
the invi ta t ion for those who were 
spi r i tual ly moved to s t and up, the 
m a j o r i t y of the s tuden t s j u m p e d up 
wi thou t any show of e m b a r r a s s m e n t . 
H e welcomed us all to C h r i s t with 
open a r m s and asked us to r ema in to 
pray when the o t h e r s were d ismissed . 
T h i s was the tu rn ing poin t in my life. I 
saw myself as one who needed Jesus 
C h r i s t to forgive me. 
O n S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n as we were 
s inging a chorus , 1 felt t ha t this was 
the t i m e when Je sus fully got in my 
hea r t . 1 wished he would c o m e tha t 
very hour to t a k e us all to His g lo r ious 
h o m e . T h e s a m e a f t e r n o o n a la rge 
g r o u p of us went to Si lobi ( abou t six 
mi les f r o m the miss ion) to wi tness to 
the people in the beer g a r d e n . W e ran 
Atlantic Conference 
W M P C 
A n n u a l F e l l o w s h i p 
A P R I L 17, 1975 
Manor BIC Church 
THKMK: 
"l.ord, l ouch Our l . i tes" 
shor t of t r a n s p o r t so s o m e of the s tu-
den t s vo lun tee red to go by foo t . W e 
sang choruses a n d ou r y o u t h guide 
gave a shor t t e s t i m o n y . W h e n the in-
vi ta t ion was given, a large c rowd 
showed their hunger for C h r i s t . Th i s 
was my first exper i ence at wi tness ing 
to s o m e b o d y a b o u t C h r i s t . I felt g rea t 
and really m o v e d in my hea r t . W e 
re tu rned to the miss ion singing fo r j oy . 
O n the last evening we gave testi-
m o n i e s and had a f i lm. Inc lud ing a tea 
fo r the B u l a w a y o y o u t h , we shared in 
C h r i s t i a n fe l lowship for four hour s . T o 
mos t of us it s eemed as only one hour . 
A s a result of this weekend mee t ing , 
we f o r m e d a c lub cal led N e w Li fe F o r 
All Wi tness ing C l u b . T h e t h e m e is 
" T o d o the will of G o d all the t i m e . " 
O u r Bible verse is A c t s 1:8. T h e m e m -
bers a re a m b i t i o u s and at the s a m e 
t ime p repared to suf fer any h ind rances 
fac ing t h e m in their w o r k . W e a re 
ge t t ing much counse l l ing f r o m our 
e lders t o help us in o u r venture , lest we 
f u m b l e like the blind and fall in to the 
d i tch . 
Mothers Alive 
Eva Mae Melhorn 
M T S H A B L Z 1 — O u r first ques t ion 
was , " W h i c h way shal l we t a k e ? " W e 
dec ided on the longer rou te and felt 
r e a s o n a b l y su re tha t the road would be 
qu i t e g o o d , bu t we did not k n o w tha t 
t h e r e had been a rain s t o r m in the a rea 
t h e p rev ious d a y . T h e road was hardly 
p a s s a b l e a t p laces , but we got t h rough 
. . . s o m e h o w . 
J o a n n e B r u b a k e r a n d I had dec ided 
to visit the W a b a y i C h u r c h the S u n d a y 
a f t e r C h r i s t m a s . W h e n we got to the 
c h u r c h , we were told tha t the men had 
g o n e to S i b o n a C h u r c h to meet with 
t h e O v e r s e e r . T h e w o m e n were in 
c h a r g e of the W a b a y i services t ha t 
d a y . 
W e not iced t ha t t he w o m e n c a m e 
c a r r y i n g p a c k a g e s w r a p p e d in news-
p a p e r and b rown p a p e r which they 
p laced up f ron t in the c h u r c h , on the 
f loor by the p a s t o r ' s tab le . W e wai ted 
and wai ted for the service to begin. In 
the m e a n t i m e , m o r e and m o r e w o m e n 
a r r ived , each with a parce l . W h a t is 
this all abou t ? W h y the packages? 
W h y do they not s t a r t the service? 
T h e n we were told tha t t he r e is to be 
a gif t exchange a m o n g s t the w o m e n 
du r ing the service and the w o m e n were 
not all t he re yet . A gif t exchange ! I 
had never hea rd the likes in an A f r i c a n 
chu rch and 1 found t ha t it was spon-
sored by one of the A f r i c a n m o t h e r s . 
H o w excit ing. 1 was h a p p y t h a t we had 
g o t t e n o v e r t h e r o u g h r o a d s a n d 
th rough the m u d to get there to see 
this thing. M r s . H . K. N c u b e s t a r t ed 
this a few yea r s ago , we learned , and 
the w o m e n liked it so well tha t they do 
it every year . 
Final ly the re were e n o u g h w o m e n 
there , so the service s t a r t e d . F i r s t t he r e 
was a d r a m a depic t ing the C h r i s t m a s 
s to ry . W e saw the angel a p p e a r to 
M a r y and a n n o u n c e tha t she would 
have a child, then she and Joseph 
m a d e thei r way to Be th lehem w h e r e 
the child was to be bo rn . M a r y d e m o n -
s t r a t ed very vividly how h a r d it w a s 
fo r her t o m a k e the last lap of the 
j o u r n e y because she w a s a b o u t to have 
a child. T h e n the S h e p h e r d s a p p e a r e d 
to wor sh ip the child Jesus . T h e W i s e 
M e n c a m e . G u i d i n g t h e m w a s a 
m o t h e r waving an o p e n e d - u p cook ie 
box which r ep resen ted the s ta r they 
were fol lowing. O h , how a n g r y H e r o d 
was tha t the W i s e M e n t r i cked h im 
and did not r e tu rn to tell where the 
Ch i ld was s tay ing . H e o r d e r e d the 
ch i ldren to be ki l led. T h e soldiers 
wielded their make -be l i eve swords , 
to page thirteen 
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the problem PEOPLE 
the answer PEOPLE 
Leonard J. Chester 
S E M I N A R S . Seminaries. Con-
ferences. Colleges. R-E-L-A-Y. Inter-
national Center for Learning. Adult 
education. Pioneer Girls. Christian 
Service Brigade. Omega. Challenge. 
Congregational Analysis Program. 
Extension churches. Forward Enlarge-
ment Campaign. Electives. 
But—lit t le or no growth is in 
evidence. In the Canad ian Con-
ference, there were about three hun-
dred less in attendance in Sunday 
school at December 31, 1973 than at 
the end of 1967—six years for growth; 
instead about a 12% deficit. True, 
Sunday school is simply one aspect, 
although McGavran and A m , How to 
Grow a Church, p. 66, feel it is a focal 
aspect—"The Sunday school seems to 
be a barometer which forecasts what 
will happen to the growth of the 
church." 
The basic need is for people to pay 
the price of personal development so 
that they are prepared to serve. A 
second one is closely interrelated: our 
pastors need to see their primary 
function as the trainer, meaning, the 
equipper of believers. Let's look at 
each of these in turn. 
T h e r e a re m o r e than enough 
programs, gimmicks, "how to" books 
and courses, and other resources 
around to prepare all the people in all 
of the churches. There are persons 
about who can teach and administer 
these "preparers ." But we don't seem 
to be ready. 
T h e pr ice for deve lopmen t of 
abilities and grace-gifts (charismata) 
will need to be paid. Training — 
learning from and with a more ex-
Eerienced person; learning under is /her direction, instruction observa-
tion and correction. Discipline—a syn-
onym for learning, with overtones of 
self-control and self-direction. 
Training and discipline both accent 
man 's basic learning mechanism: we 
The writer, an Asbury Seminary graduate, is associate pastor, Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church. He serves as secretary of the Canadian Conference. 
learn by doing—practicing, experi-
menting, evaluating, seeing. God 
programmed us this way. This is not 
now we should learn, but how we do 
learn. Thus, unless the person in the 
pew becomes involved in training ex-
periences for specific purposes the op-
portunities for progress will not be 
realized. 
Par t of being prepared is the 
necessity of seeing the importance of 
having that particular job done and 
done well. We have tradit ionally 
talked of this in terms of a "vision. ' 
Motivation. When "John Sherk" be-
comes convinced that the job is his and 
when he accepts it as a commission 
from his Lord, then other desires can 
be ordered. Legitimate desires, but not 
as pressing as that for which he has 
deeper motivation. 
His garden may not be as well 
tended. His fence may need a coat of 
paint a little longer. His leaves may go 
unraked an extra week. His golf clubs 
may be used less often. He may refuse 
an office in the local businessmen's 
group, the union, the civic club. 
Priorities. Values. These are all worth-
while, but not as significant as the task 
he has accepted and internalized as his 
own. 
From the leadership perspective, I 
say to myself, " I f there were only 
more who were willing to take train-
ing!" Being willing. Paying the price. 
Growing in grace. The believer can 
make a personal inner resolution "All 
to Jesus I Surrender"; however, un-
less this is made concrete and specific, 
it may remain safe, general and in-
ward, benefiting no one. True, grow-
ing in grace is inward; but, it cannot 
remain there. Growing demands ac-
tion, service, "exercise." 
The second related need to the 
problem in the pew is the problem in 
the pulpit. Too many pastors have still 
not read and accepted Ephesians 4:11 
ff., as their mandate to be trainers 
rather than doers. When we view our 
job as doing the ministry of the 
church, we are cheating our congre-
gations. We are to train the saints to 
serve. 
For the pastor, the price of personal 
involvement by the laity is that we 
train the laity for specific jobs, not just 
tell them to "witness" and "serve the 
Lord." Even our sermons are to be 
prepared primarily for the believers 
ana should form part of their con-
tinuing training. McGavran, How to 
Grow a Church, p. 86, says "The 
minister must think about his sermons 
as perfecting those who are already 
Christians." This type of a preaching 
ministry will demand a much greater 
price in preparation and follow-up 
than many traditional, evangelistic 
sermons aimed at the three or four un-
committed who "might" come next 
Sunday; unfortunately, this tradi-
tional approach has left the com-
mitted person unfed and untrained. 
In the Sherks ton congregat ion, 
Gerry and Josie Coulis are converts of 
under five years. They are in middle 
years, with four of their seven chil-
dren away from home. Several of their 
older children attended the Roman 
Catholic separate schools and they 
were active in their church. They are 
now active in our congregation, both 
teaching in the Junior Department of 
the Sunday school. They love their 
classes and find personal enrichment 
through their study, preparation and 
teaching. In the last two years they 
have taken advantage of two training 
courses within the congregation, as 
well as attending a Buffalo Christian 
Educat ion Convent ion. Josie par-
ticipated in a Brethren in Christ one-
day-seminar held at the Wainfleet 
Church and planned by leaders of 
several local Brethren in Christ 
Churches. 
As Assistant Pastor/Director of 
Christian Education, I make a real 
effort to personally encourage the 
Coulises to attend such training 
sessions. Also, I plan to have them 
pursue R-E-L-A-Y certification—this 
too takes willingness on my part and 
to page fifteen 
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THE DIGNITY OF SINGLEHOOD 
M O W do you really regard the 
person who remains unmarried? Is 
such a person a misfit—a sort of acci-
dent who is left unclaimed, unfulfilled 
and unhappy? Are singles especially 
selected by God to live life alone? Can 
these individuals find a richly satis-
fying place in the world and in the 
church with a sense of personal worth, 
happiness, and fulfillment without 
bitterness? 
In a society where marriage has 
always been held in high esteem the 
same society has often victimized the 
single person who is still erroneously 
dubbed as a "leftover," "old maid," 
"queer bachelor," or "shelved" per-
son. Hence single people find society 
pressuring them into a difficult role as 
they create an individual life style. For 
example, if one lives alone and main-
tains a house or apartment he/she 
may be viewed with suspicion. Some 
people will question why this individ-
ual doesn't live with parents rather 
than spending money to live alone, 
whether there was a family quarrel, or 
whether the single's morals are ques-
tionable. Few and fortunate are the 
singles whose normal adult sense of in-
dependence is recognized and ac-
cepted without censorship — especial-
ly if they live apart from parents in the 
same community. 
Fortunately today some segments of 
society are open to change and the 
single person is gaining more accept-
ance in the social structure. A person 
living alone finds less prejudice in try-
ing to secure housing now than 
formerly. In addition, some years ago 
the idea of an unmarr ied person 
adopting a child was an almost un-
heard of thing, yet many children have 
been reared by one parent. Now adop-
tion agencies do not automatically 
close their doors and refuse to con-
sider negotiating with a single person 
who desires to share love with a child. 
But to speak of society and the 
world does not bring the issue close 
enough. What about the local com-
munity where one lives and works — 
the church in which one worships and 
serves — how is the single person 
viewed? Is the unmarried person ac-
corded the dignity of singleness, i.e., is 
Miss Long is the Assistant Dean of Student Development, Messiah College. 
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there recognition that this is as legit-
mate a status for one to choose as tnat 
of marriage? Is the single person ac-
corded the right — without feeling a 
stigma of being viewed as "different" 
— to voluntarily elect to remain un-
married perhaps because of a choice to 
care for family members, or because 
of geographical isolation, or the need 
to earn a living, or even because of 
"higher-than-average-ethical stand-
ards"? Many times singles have been 
asked: "Aren ' t you married yet?" 
"Why aren't you married?" or "Why 
isn't a nice person like you married?" 
What an inference — can't one both 
be "single" and "nice!" Such thought-
less comments produce conflicts and 
can generate hostility in the single 
person rather than supporting his/her 
choice of a single life style. The con-
cern should not be why one is unmar-
ried but what one is doing with his/her 
singlehood. Being single does not 
make one more unique or different 
than any other person nor does it 
mean that an unmarried person has 
any more personality problems than a 
married person. In fact strength of 
character is needed for one to remain 
single and contented in a society where 
marriage is the norm. 
Many sermons have been preached 
in our churches on family life, marital 
fidelity and love, parenthood, etc., but 
most of us have yet to hear one sermon 
devoted to lifting up the dignity of 
singlehood. Yet isn't this as biblical as 
marriage? Are not the examples of 
Christ and Paul plus their teachings on 
this subject worthy to be upheld? Were 
they not examples of individuals who 
lived lives of contentment and fulfill-
ment and who also chose this? Perhaps 
some emphasis on this subject would 
reduce the rush and pressure towards 
marriage that many people feel who 
choose to or who are "expected" to 
marry and thus would produce better 
decisions and more stable marriages. 
In addition to an acknowledgment 
that the single status is legitimate and 
respected there needs to be a place, 
especially in the church structure, for 
the unmarried person. Since multiple 
family groups largely comprise the 
church, most programs frequently em-
phasize family life issues. And rightly 
so. But unless the church is alert its 
singles may be misfits. For example, 
some singles make contributions in the 
church by teaching classes or working 
in the nursery on Sundays but not all 
are qualified to do this nor choose to 
do it constantly. Fortunate are the 
singles who are welcomed into Sunday 
school classes to share discussions on 
all kinds of topics including family life 
rather than being made to feel "you 
don't belong in our class" (as his hap-
pened in some churches.) Indeed very 
fortunate are those who can join 
classes which are organized for their 
common "careers" or "professional" 
interests. Especially fortunate is the 
post-college single who finds a niche in 
which to belong when most friends of 
that age group become married. 
In any church singles are obviously 
in the minority. Work and worship ex-
periences may be satisfactory yet the 
unmarried person could be a misfit in 
the church's social structure. Could a 
single fit in at a couples retreat or 
family camp without being a "social 
extra?" Is party life geared to the im-
portance of couples or planned for the 
group? Are family social activities 
some t imes expanded to include 
singles? 
Being single doesn't make one anti-
social — if this were true no single 
people would be in the church. As 
much as anyone else — perhaps even 
more — singles need people with 
whom joys and problems can be 
shared. They need companionship. 
They need to be accepted for what 
they are and they need to feel that they 
belong and are wanted in tthhe church. 
They need to know that their single-
ness is accorded dignity rather tnan 
ridicule or inferiority and that it is ac-
cepted as a very normal state. 
Granted, you may know singles who 
are discontent, unhappy or bitter with 
life but you may also be aware of mar-
ried people with the same feelings. It is 
Eossible both may have missed God's est plan for their lives. 
The church, as the family of God, 
has a real opportunity to help single 
persons find personal worth, hap-
piness, and fulfillment. The church 
needs to re-affirm that it is an in-
clusive fellowship — where singleness 
as well as marriage is held in high 
regard. 
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WORKING WITHIN T H E SYSTEM 
from page eight 
" T o me, this is working at root 
causes and not putting on band-aids," 
Ebersole says. "Instead of driving the 
ambulance for those who have been in-
jured in accidents caused by parallel 
sewer grates, I 'm working to alleviate 
the cause, correct the problem." 
Ebersole also sees himself as a com-
munity advocate, since he is hired 
neither by the city council nor by 
Helms and can speak his mind freely. 
" I am not a yes-man, but a sounding 
board," he says. "I try to keep my ears 
open to what the people are saying and 
relay these concerns to Helms. He is 
always receptive. I also try to make a 
point of following up on my inquiries 
and responses, and thus get a good 
many results." 
A part of his job which he really 
enjoys is working with public housing 
tenants and other economically poor 
people. "The i r unpretentiousness, 
good spirit, and openness are in-
spiring," he says. 
— M C C News Service 
If Only 
For a Day 
M O T H E R S ALIVE 
from page ten 
c a u s i n g t h e c h i l d r e n to v e r y 
dramatically fall to the floor from the 
front church benches. 
After the drama came the gift ex-
change. Mrs. H. K. Ncube and her 
helper unwrapped each gif t and 
showed it to the audience before call-
ing out the name of the giver as well as 
the recipient. Those mothers, and I 
think there were about 40 of them, 
bounded to the front of the church in 
their typical way to receive their gift, 
and then danced back again holding 
up their gift of an enamel basin, 
enamel cup, dish, saucepan, suitcase, 
lantern. Often they made a significant 
r emark about their gif t as they 
returned to their seats, such as "This 
cup is for my husband." It was an 
exciting time! And we tried to enter 
into the spirit of their happy occasion. 
They were to spend 50 cents and if 
their gift cost less, they gave the 
balance in money. When all the gifts 
were given out, the mothers went to 
the front to reclaim their newspaper 
and brown paper wrappings. The ser-
vice was dismissed and tea was served. 
Just as tea was being prepared, 
another storm came up and people 
dispersed hastily, for the roof was 
shaking under the pressure of the 
strong wind. A few weeks previously a 
large section of the roof had been 
blown off the classroom block. The 
day before our visit another storm had 
done damage to several villages in the 
area. So we started on our way home 
too—not the same way we came, but 
with the help of a guide, we managed 
to get over some more rough roads 
and back on the main road. 
What a day it had been—rough 
roads, a narrow escape from being 
stuck in the mud, a two-hour wait for 
the service to begin, a wind storm 
threatening to take the roof off the 
building we were in. But we were well 
repaid by the two hours of good 
fellowship with mothers who are 
"alive." 
If only for a day, dear Lord 
I could live with you, 
You would understand me 
As no other friend could do. 
You would stand beside me 
When companions wouldn't dare: 
You'd comfort me when I was low, 
My happy times you'd share. 
If darkness threatened to hide my way, 
You'd shine your beaming light. 
When doubts would fill my troubled 
heart 
You'd teach me wrong from right. 
When I would envy others 
With their luxuries galore, 
You'd gently touch my heart and say 
" M y promise gives you more." 
I 'd want to shout to all around 
That I had found at last 
The One who cares about my future— 
The One who forgives my ugly past. 
For every problem, large or small 
You'd give me boundless power. 
New victories and friends I'd reach 
With each exciting hour. 
Satan would try to steal me 
But from you I couldn't part, 
Knowing that to follow him 
Would mean to break your heart. 
If only for a day, dear Lord . . . 
But you must shed a tear 
When only for a day, dear Lord, 
My heart forgets you're here. 
—Connie Leinbach 
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C H U R C H NEWS 
from page seven 
NIAGARA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Esther Steckley Honored 
M rs. Es the r S teck ley was h o n o r e d at the 
N i a g a r a C h r i s t i a n Co l l ege H o m e c o m i n g 
with the p re sen t a t i on of a c e r t i f i c a t d w h i c h 
read as follows: 
" N i a g a r a C h r i s t i a n Co l l ege A l u m n i 
Assoc i a t i on p resen t s this Dis t ingu ished 
Se rv ice A w a r d to M r s . Es the r S t e c k l e y t n 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of f a i th fu l service to the C o l \ 
lege and the C h u r c h . Y o u , w h o fo r so long 
have sha red in its dai ly t a sks , m a y t a k e 
pr ide in the k n o w l e d g e tha t you have had a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e pa r t in the d e v e l o p m e n t of the 
Co l l ege and its ach i evemen t s . T h i s a w a r d 
is an express ion of o u r a p p r e c i a t i o n . " 
T h e a w a r d was given in recogni t ion of 
her m a n y y e a r s of service to the Co l l ege 
bo th as t he wife of t he late M r . E. L. 
S t eck l ey , a p r inc ipa l of t he school , and 
a l so as head c o o k , a pos i t ion which she 
occup ied for e ight yea r s . H o w a r d Tyr re l l , 
p res iden t of the A s s o c i a t i o n , m a d e the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n . 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
The Antrim congregation observed 
Youth Week on Feb. 2-9. On Sunday 
morning, Feb. 2, the youth shared in the 
worship service. On Saturday evening, the 
8th, approx imate ly 60 young people 
attended a fellowship meal. The pastor is 
Rev. Andrew Slagenweit. 
The Green Spring congregation reports 
an increase in attendance. They have just 
completed extensive renovating of their 
church building. The pastor is Rev. L o m e 
Lichty. 
The Martinsburg congregation had Rev. 
and Mrs . Paul W. Unruh for a series of 
meetings on Feb. 2-4. Rev. Robert Keller 
is the pastor. 
M o r e t h a n t h i r t y c o u p l e s of the 
Mechanicsburg congregation enjoyed a 
Sweetheart Banquet on Feb. 15. The Com-
mission on H o m e sponsored the banquet. 
Guest speaker for the evening was Beth 
Frey and the "Pot te r ' s Clay" provided 
special music. The pastor is Rev. Daniel 
Hoover. 
On Sunday, Jan. 26, the Saville con-
gregation and their pastor, Rev. Milford 
Brubaker, presented a program in the 
Decar Grove Church. The program was in 
honor of and in thanks to Anna Stoner 
who gave five years as superintendent and 
Sunday school teacher to the Saville 
Church. Rev. Eugene Heidler is the pastor 
of Cedar Grove. 
Atlantic 
The Highland Park Community congre-
gation has grown into a full-fledged con-
gregation in recent weeks. On Sunday 
morning, Jan. 5, 14 members were re-
ceivfed into church membership. A bap-
tismal service was also held. On Sunday 
morning, Feb. 9, "The Children of the 
Lord ," a singing group from Messiah Col-
lege p resen ted mus ic in the worsh ip ser-
vice. In the evening, "The Good In-
tentions" presented the program in song. 
The pastor is Rev. Orvin White. 
The youth of the Manor congregation 
observed Youth Day on Sunday, Feb. 2, by 
sharing in the worship service. The theme, 
"Personal Christian Growth ," was il-
lustrated by the youth in various ways 
throughout the service. A mystery dinner 
was held for the youth and their advisors 
following the morning service. The pas-
tors are Rev. John B. Hawbaker and Rev. 
Glen C. Frey. 
The Silverdale congregation held revival 
services from March 23-30. The evan-
gelist was Rev. Edward Curron. Rev. 
Terry R. Barriss is the pastor. 
Canadian 
The Boys' Brigade of the Houghton 
congregation held a Fa the r /Son Dinner on 
Sunday, Feb. 9, with 50 present. Response 
from the community was good. The pastor 
is Rev. John R. Sider. 
On Sunday morning, Dec. 23, the Wain-
fleet congregation received a special 
offering for "Food for the Hungry ." Of the 
$2,151 offering, over $200 was contributed 
by one family. The Collard family held a 
walk-a-thon, walking ten miles to earn the 
money they contributed to the offering. 
Rev. Ron Lofthouse is the pastor. 
Central 
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Stump celebrated 
their 64th wedding anniversary on Feb. 4. 
The Stumps, formerly of the Garret t area 
are now residents of the Messiah Home. 
The Christian Union congregation, of 
which the couple are members, gave them 
a card shower. 
On Jan. 1, Rev. and Mrs . Ohmer U. 
Herr celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary. An open house was hosted by their 
children on Dec. 29. Rev. Herr pastored 
the Englewood congregation for 30 years 
and for the past 15 years has been pastor of 
the Dayton Mission. The Herrs have four 
children: Samuel, Mrs. Grace Holland, 
Mrs. Ruth Pawelski, and Paul. They also 
have 16 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 
O n S a t u r d a y evening, F e b . 1, the " G o o d 
N e w s S i n g e r s " f r o m the Lakeview con-
gregation p resen ted a p r o g r a m at the 
Bethel Church. T w o you th f r o m Bethel 
gave ta lks . O n S u n d a y m o r n i n g , F e b . 2, a 
n u m b e r of the y o u t h t ook p a r t in t he 
w o r s h i p service. T h e p a s t o r s are: Rev . Bert 
Winge r , Bethel and Rev. K e n n e t h R o y e r , 
Lakev iew. 
Rev. Louis C o b e r , p a s t o r of t h e 
Highland Church, and members of the con-
gregation shared with the Phoneton con-
gregation on Sunday evening, Feb. 16. The 
pastor at Phoneton is Rev. Elam Dohner. 
On Feb. 13, Walter Kelly shared some 
of his experiences as a missionary to 
Nicaragua with the Leonard congregation. 
Rev. Dwayne Hulett is the pastor. 
Midwest 
The Dallas Center and Des Moines 
congregations held a combined service on 
Friday evening, Feb. 7 at Des Moines. 
Rev. Wal te r Kelly, miss ionary f r o m 
Nicaragua was the speaker. The pastors 
are: Rev. Mil lard H a l d e m a n , Dal las 
Center and Rev. Harold Jackson, Des 
Moines. 
Births 
Bert: Kimberly Ann, b o m Jan. 9 to Mr . 
and Mrs. Samuel Bert, Macha Mission, 
Zambia . 
Bert: Linda Ellen, born Jan . 18 to Mr . 
and Mrs. Asa Bert, Upland congregation, 
Calif. 
Cramer: Jennifer Leah, born Jan . 24 to 
Mr . and Mrs. Mark Cramer , Cedar Grove 
congregation, Pa. 
Desilest: David William, born Oct. 25 to 
Mr . and Mrs. David Desilest, Bertie con-
gregation, Ont. 
Foster: Tralisa Anne, born Oct. 15 to 
Mr . and Mrs. Danny Foster, Blooming-
ton congregation, Ky. 
Frazier: Walter, born Jan . 21 to Mr . and 
Mrs. Willie Frazier, Valley Chapel con-
gregation, Ohio. 
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Geib: John Wesley, born Feb. 17 to Rev. 
and Mrs. Frederick Geib, Shenks con-
gregation, Pa. 
Good: Kirsten Ann, born Feb. 9 to Mr . 
and Mrs. Rodney Good, Shenks congre-
gation, Pa. 
Graybill: Ethan Mikel, b o m Jan. 27 to 
Mr . and Mrs. Michael Graybill, Tokyo, 
Japan . 
Heisey: Virginia Lynne, born Feb. 13 to 
Mr . and Mrs. J . R. Heisey, Elizabethtown 
congregation, Pa. 
Hicks: A son, born Feb. 6 to Mr . and 
Mrs . George Hicks, Mart insburg congre-
gation, Pa. 
Holmes: Melanie Jean, b o m Nov. 28 to 
Mr . and Mrs. Gene Dale Holmes, Bloom-
ington congregation, Ky. 
Jones: Micah William, born Feb. 9 to 
Mr . and Mrs . Donald Jones, Antr im con-
gregation, Pa. 
Mar t in : Joseph Adrian, born Feb. 21 to 
M r . and Mrs. J ames Mart in , Antr im 
congregation, Pa. 
Mort imore: A son, born Jan . 17 to Mr . 
and Mrs . Robert Mort imore , Bethel Com-
munity congregation, Mich. 
Nofsker : A son, born Feb. 14 to Mr . and 
Mrs . Kenneth Nofsker , Mart insburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Prentice: Dawn and Amy, born Jan . 28 
to Mr . and Mrs. Ron Prentice, Bethel 
Communi ty congregation, Mich. 
Sollenberger: Dwayne Alan, born Feb. 
15 to Mr . and Mrs. Charles Sollenberger, 
Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Str i te: Gretchen April, born Feb. 7 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Strite, Fairview 
Avenue congregation, Pa. 
Warren: Brandon Keith, born Feb. 10 to 
Mr . and Mrs. Larry Warren, Knifley 
Chapel congregation, Ky. 
Wenger: Eston Keith, born Dec. 29 to 
Mr . and Mrs. Keith Wenger, Englewood, 
Ohio. 
Weddings 
B r e n e m a n - N a u m a n : G l e n d a J e a n , 
daughter of Mr . and Mrs. E. Glenn 
Nauman , Lancaster, Pa. , and Gerald 
Sidney, son of Rev. and Mrs. Harold 
Breneman, Strasburg, Pa. , Feb. 1 in the 
Pequea Church with Rev. Gerald Wingert 
and Rev. Keith Ulery officiating. 
Broadman-Bowen: Darlene, daughter of 
M r . and Mrs . Kenneth Bowen, and 
Kenneth Lee Broadman, Nov. 9 in the Oak 
Ridges Church with Rev. James Sider 
officiating. 
Fleagle-Croft : Karen Ann, daughter of 
Mr . and Mrs. Ronald D. Crof t , and Rick 
Barmont Fleagle, Feb. 19 in the Prince 
Street United Brethren Church, Ship-
pensburg, Pa. 
Neibert-Houpt: Linda Bea, daughter of 
Mr . and Mrs. Russell E. Houpt and Bruce 
I. Neibert , Jr . , Feb. 8 in the Boonesboro 
Bible Church, Boonsboro, Md. 
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O b e r s o n - W o l g e m u t h : K a r e n L . , 
d a u g h t e r of M r . a n d M r s . P a u l 
Wolgemuth, Sr., and Herbert Oberson, 
both of Elizabethtown, Pa. , Feb. 1 in the 
Elizabethtown Church with Rev. Gerald 
Wingert officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bryant: Earl Bryant, Jr . , age 40, died 
Dec. 6, 1974. H e is survived by his wife, 
Shirley Caldwell Bryant; a son, Earl, I I I ; 
three daughters : Mon ica West , Ri ta 
Thomason, and Mary Alice Bryant. He is 
also survived by his mother, Mrs . Fannie 
M a e Bryant; two brothers; and grand-
mother. The funeral service was heldin the 
Love-Cantrell Chapel with Rev. Rodger L. 
McCann and Rev. David P. Buckwalter 
officiating. Interment was in the Mt . Holly 
Cemetery. 
Custer: Lemard Custer, born in Fulton 
Co., Pa. , died Jan. 25, 1975, in the Carlisle 
Hospital, at the age of 26. He was the 
foster son of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis F. Mixell 
of Carlisle, Pa., who survive. Also sur-
viving are his wife, Susan J. Yohe Custer; 
two sons: Dwayne M., and Jason P.; three 
foster sisters; and three foster brothers. He 
was a member of the Green Springs 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was held in the Green Springs 
Church with Rev. L o m e Lichty officiating. 
I n t e r m e n t was in the W e s t m i n s t e r 
Cemetery. 
Kelly: Herbert Kelly, died Jan. 25,1974. 
The funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Robert Rolston. Interment was in the 
Ridgeway Cemetery. 
Spragg: William Spragg, born Nov. 21, 
1887, in Pickering, Ont. , died Feb. 2, 1975, 
in t h e C o b b l e s t o n e N u r s i n g H o m e , 
Aurora , Ont. He was the son of Joseph and 
Luetta Spragg. He was married to Vera 
Hilts Spragg, who survives. He is also sur-
vived by one son, Harry; a daughter, 
Helen; five grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild. Rev. James Sider officiated at 
the funeral service. Interment was in Heise 
Hill, Ont. 
Sweigart: Mrs. Blanche L. Sweigart, 
born in Brownstown, died Feb. 4, 1975, in 
the Lancaster Osteopathic Hospital at the 
age of 72. She was married to Henry W. 
Sweigart who preceded her in death. She 
was the daughter of Addison and Savan-
nah Lepold Zwally who also preceded her 
in death. Surviving are two sons: John H. 
and J e r e H . ; two d a u g h t e r s : M r s . 
Josephine Sourweine and Mrs. Patricia 
Walk; a sister; and three brothers. She was 
a member of the Shenks Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was con-
ducted in the Boyer Funera l H o m e , 
El izabethtown, with Rev. Alber t W. 
Wynder officiating. Interment was in the 
Emmanuel Evangelical Cemetery. 
Wenger: Edna May Hoover Wenger, 
age 84, died Feb. 3, 1974. She is the daugh-
ter of George and Hester Swank Hoover. 
She was married to Rev .Jesse Wenger who 
preceded her in death on May 18,1969. She 
is survived by many nieces and nephews. 
She accepted Christ as her Savior at an 
early age and was a member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was held in the Miller-Reams 
Funeral Home, West Milton, Ohio, with 
Rev. O. U. Herr and Rev. Henry N. Miller 
officiating. Interment was in the Fairview 
Cemetery. 
Y i n g s t : L u t h e r G . , f o r m e r l y of 
Harrisburg, Pa., died Jan . 26, 1975, in 
Long Beach, Calif. H e is survived by a son, 
Jonas R.; and a daughter, Naomi R. Rev. 
D. A. Goodrun and Rev. Leroy G. Yoder 
officiated at the funeral service. 
PEOPLE-PEOPLE 
from page eleven 
theirs to work at this together. Also, 
the Coulises are sure to be alert to 
specific training given and scriptural 
t ru th expounded dur ing sermons 
which are aimed for teaching. The 
Coulises are willing to pay the price 
to be trained, without being overly 
"used" or without neglecting their 
home; they demand of the pastor 
training both through specific assign-
ments and through preaching tnat 
teaches. 
Both the laity and the pastor must 
pay. If the congregations throughout 
the brotherhood could be mobilized 
both in terms of the laity and the pas-
tors to focus on training, I am con-
vinced there would be fewer stagnant 
Christians in our midst. True, num-
bers of the stagnant, status quo saints 
may opt for attending another con-
gregation where they can continue to 
be entertained through the preaching 
of sermons with "popula r" themes 
and collected proof-texts. If such "be-
lievers" will not be trained they can-
not be called disciples, for a disciple is 
a believer under training. 
Thus, if some should attend else-
where, we may look less successful on 
the quarterly reports, but in the longer 
perspective we will have more fruit. By 
training we would be stimulating the 
laity for inner growth in grace and 
outer growth in effectiveness as service 
is done; the pastoral brothers would be 
much more aware of the need for 
personal and professional develop-
ment as they continued training tne 
ministering saints. Perhaps a sideline 
benefit throughout the brotherhood 
would be that we as pastors would not 
"wear ou t" so easily in a given pas-
toral assignment because of continu-
ing growth for our service among our 
people. 
Yes, the "Problem is People." The 
laity who must be willing to accept 
training; the pastors who must be will-
ing to prepare for and give training to 
their people. People are the problem! 




KSSi iaH COLUSSE 
GRAHTHAM PA 17027 
Twenty five years 
ministering to human need in... 
Afognak, Alaska 
Buffalo Creek, W . Va. 
Chalmette, La. 
Cotes de Fer, Haiti 
Elmira-Corning, N.Y. 
Gulfport, Miss. 
Hatt ievi l le, Belize 
Inverness, Miss. 
Jeff Vander Lou, Mo. 
Managua, Nicaragua 
Moenkopi, Ariz. 
Moose Jaw, Sask. 
Ninety Six, S.C. 
Port Hardy, B.C. 
Rapid City, S.D. 
Shore, Ind. 
Skopje, Yugoslavia 




Wi lkes Barre, Pa. 
Wounded Knee, S.D. 
Xenia, Ohio 
Yuba City, Calif . 
Mennonite Disaster Service 
1950-1975 
SEE PAGE SIX 
Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron, PA 17501 
or 
201-1483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, Man. R3T-2C8 
